
	

Sewa Bay Area Chapter Sewa Day 2015 
	
We	had	organized	a	successful	Sewaday	program	on	Sept	19,	2015.	More	than	35	Volunteers	
showed	up	for	the	program.	Milpitas	Mayor	came	to	kick	off	our	program.	5	new	families	joined	
us	for	Sewa	Day.	We	together	performed	3	hours	of	Coastal	Creek	Cleanup	at	Ed	Levin	
Park.		This	project	is	an	initiative	of	Santa	Clara	County	to	clean	up	all	the	parks.	
	

• Number	of	volunteers	35	
• Number	of	hours	3		
• Three	photos	-	Attached.	

	
Here	is	the	detailed	Report:		
	
Early morning, around 8:20, cars started pulling up to the Oak Knoll Parking Lot at Ed Levin 
County Park, Milpitas – approximately 35 SEWA Volunteers had gathered to clean the creek 
running through the park as a SEWA Day event. Before commencing the actual action, the 
Mayor of Milpitas, Jose “Joe” Esteves, delivered a wonderful speech thanking SEWA for its 
efforts and bolstering the enthusiasm of all volunteers. He also presented SEWA with a 
Certificate of Appreciation. After this pre-event assembly, all participants gathered in the Oak 
Knoll Group Area to sign in with the Park Ranger and be assigned their gloves and garbage 
bags. Once the formal registration process was over, the group was split in two – one part was 
to go upstream while the other was going to clean downstream. 
 
 

 



 
 
A member of the 15-people group that went upstream, Avishi Goyal, replied that they hiked 0.4 
miles to reach the pond that they were assigned to clean – but the actual cleaning began from 
the hike itself, as members collected garbage that littered the trail. On reaching the pond, the 
group used sticks to gather the many soda cans, plastic cups, and 2L soda bottles that were 
bobbing up and down in the water. The group also picked numerous glass bottles, cigarette 
butts, and a lighter from the edges of the pond. Further, many balloon scraps and plastic bags 
were amassed by the volunteers, along with styrofoam and a sock. Avishi and her friend also 
found plastic Easter eggs and an orange plant-pot, “which was kind of small, but heavy,” as 
reported by Avishi. 
 

 
 
The group that went to clean downstream had about 25 SEWA volunteers. Compared to the 
upstream pond, the creek downstream was littered with much heavier and bigger objects like: a 
decaying couch, parts of a bed-frame, a by-gone age monitor, no-parking signs, a (surprisingly) 
working typewriter, planks of wood, and pieces of a radiator. On chatting with this group of 
volunteers, it was easily inferred that team-work ran high among all as they created a human 
chain to bring these large objects to the road that ran above the creek. Along with these 
conspicuous things, hidden underneath fall leaves and swampy soil, many budweiser bottles, 
containers of unidentified liquids, and torn clothes were also found. Strangely, this group also 
discovered about 15 pre-filled garbage bags underneath all the dirt and wood planks. A sturdy 
rope was used to haul these bags, and the garbage bags filled by the group, to the main road.  



 
After about two and a half hours, both groups reassembled at the Oak Knoll Group Area for tea 
and snacks. Tea was provided by Mohan Goyal, while snacks were brought by Anita Ji, and 
both were devoured by all the participants. The volunteers were also given free taco coupons by 
the Park Rangers, Mike and Daniel. As everyone relaxed after the productive morning, future 
SEWA events were discussed and meeting timings were decided.  
 

 
 
Overall, this SEWA day event proved to be a success as not only did everyone, children and 
parents alike, enjoy participating but also because the goal was achieved - the assigned parts of 
the creek were cleaned, saving both our marine life and the people that eat marine life.  
 
	
	


